
In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields 
and keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord 
suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them; and they were terribly frightened. But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will 
be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born 
for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among men with whom He is pleased.” 

When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds 
began saying to one another, “Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and 
see this thing that has happened which the Lord has made known to us.” 
So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and 
the baby as He lay in the manger. When they had seen this, they made 
known the statement which had been told them about this Child. And all 
who heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the shep-
herds. But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart. 
The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they 
had heard and seen, just as had been told them. 

   
 § Carol                               Silent Night! Holy Night! No. 210 

  (stanzas 1, 2 & 4) 
 
 § Carol                          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel No. 194 

   
  Homily  Pastor Marty Martin 

  Who Can Abide the Day of His Coming? 
 

1“Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way 
before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His 
temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, 
He is coming,” says the Lord of hosts. 2“But who can endure the day of 
His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a 
refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a smelter and purifier 
of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold 
and silver, so that they may present to the Lord offerings in righteousness. 
4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord 
as in the days of old and as in former years.”  ~Malachi 3:1-4 

   
 § Carol                               O Come, All Ye Faithful No. 208 
   
 § Benediction   
 
 
 
§ The congregation will please stand.   
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  Prelude   
  O Holy Night 

  Lynn Tate, flute; Sheryl Farquhar, piano 
 

  He Shall Feed His Flock 
  Emily Lawrenz, violin; Beverly Brouwer, piano 

 

  Away in a Manger 
  Emily Lawrenz, violin; Mike Weaver, viola; Beverly Brouwer, piano 

   
  Call to Worship   Isaiah 40:3-5 
 

A voice is calling, “Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness; 
make smooth in the desert a highway for our God. Let every valley be 
lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; and let the rough 
ground become a plain, and the rugged terrain a broad valley; then the 
glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all flesh will see it together; for 
the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”  

   
 § Carol                       Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus No. 196 

  (stanzas 1, 3 & 4) 
   

  Prayer of Adoration  Pastor Andrew Newman 
   

 § Carol                        Angels We Have Heard on High No. 214 
   

  New Testament Reading  Luke 2:1-20 
 

Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a 
census be taken of all the inhabited earth. This was the first census taken 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. And everyone was on his way to 
register for the census, each to his own city. Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David which is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, in 
order to register along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was 
with child. While they were there, the days were completed for her to 
give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him 
in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them 
in the inn. 

Glory be to Thee, O Father Almighty, who hast given Thine only-
begotten Son, that we might live through Him. Glory be to Thee, O 
Lord Jesus Christ, who became man that we might become sons of 
God, Glory be to Thee, O Holy Spirit, who dost direct and rule our 
hearts. All glory be to Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, 
world without end. Amen. ~Book of Common Worship  
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